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A climate neutral built  
environment by 2050

3Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle

The real estate  
sector can also make 
a difference when it 
comes to Environment, 
Social and Governance.” In 2015, world leaders signed up for 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement 
on climate change was adopted by 196 parties. 
Economic and social transformation is needed to 
achieve these goals, sustainability and circular business 
models are on the rise. Businesses, organisations and 
citizens are all urged to contribute as well. 

The real estate sector can, and must, make a 
difference when it comes to Environment, Social  
and Governance (ESG). But how do property  
owners and managers convert ESG policies and goals 
into a tangible and measurable action plan? 

SGS Search can help.

The Sustainable Development Goals
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Big footprint = big impact
The footprint of the real estate sector is large, which means  
a positive change can have a significant impact. The sector can 
therefore make a substantial contribution toward reaching the 
SDGs and the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 

The real estate sector:

•   Contains approximately 80 percent of all material used

•   Is responsible for 40 percent of the world’s primary  
energy consumption

•   Is responsible for one-third of all man-made CO2 emissions

•   Is responsible for half of the world’s wealth

•   Has an important role in the development and management  
of the living and working environment of people

•  Is directly vulnerable to climate changes such as global 
warming, floods and earthquakes

The real estate sector is 
responsible for 40 percent  
of the world’s primary 
energy consumption.”

Environmental,  
Social and Governance
The real estate sector has  
a large footprint:

It’s responsible for 40 percent of the 
world’s primary energy consumption, 
approximately 80 percent of all 
materials used and one-third of all 
man-made CO2 emissions.
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ESG and the EU taxonomy 
in the real estate sector
Driven by the legal framework, but certainly also by its own conviction, 
the real estate sector is picking up the gauntlet. More and more real 
estate funds, investors, owners and managers strive to get insights into 
the ESG performance of potential investments. And this is not without 
reason: the ESG score of real estate and the extend to which Taxonomy 
criteria are met, form important indicators for profit expectations in the 
longer term. A sustainable building is better equipped for the future: 
it has a higher market value, lower operating costs and is also more 
attractive to tenants.

ESG performance and the EU Taxonomy criteria are high on the policy 
agenda. This goes beyond making statements in annual reports: the 
sector is working hard to make portfolios more sustainable and high 
priority is given to sustainable construction and circular demolition.

6 Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle
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Tangible & measurable 
sustainability
SGS Search helps property owners to give substance to their 
ESG strategy and objectives. Do not expect theoretical treatises 
from us, but specific improvements that make a measurable 
contribution to sustainability at asset level. We do this by means of 
inspections, validations, project management and monitoring, in all 
life cycle stages of real estate: purchase and sale, use, transition 
and demolition. These moments often require an investment 
of time, money and/or materials in the property; an excellent 
opportunity to implement sustainable changes.

To us, optimum property utilization means creating safe, 
sustainable and attractive buildings that are in harmony with the 
user’s wishes. As an independent inspection and consultancy firm, 
we spent our days engaging with clients, providing support for all 
building-related issues at any stage.

SGS Search helps 
property owners to give 
substance to their ESG 
strategy and objectives.”
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Life cycle stages

REAL ESTATE ESG SCAN • •

BREEAM IN USE PRE-ASSESSMENT/QUICKSCAN • • •

BREEAM IN USE ASSESSMENT • • •

ENERGY PERFORMANCE STUDIES AND IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS (EED/EML/EP CUSTOMIZED) • •

BUILDING MATERIALS INVENTORY • • •

SUSTAINABLE LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE PLAN 
(SLTMP) • •

EHS COMPLIANCE AUDIT •

LIFE CYCLE ASSESSMENT (LCA) FOR (CONSTRUCTION) 
MATERIALS • • •

PROJECT MANAGEMENT FOR CIRCULAR DEMOLITION, 
RENOVATION AND TRANSITION • • • •

1   Purchasing /  

new development

3   Transition /  

renovation
4   Sale /  

demolitio
n

2   Usage Our services

REAL ESTATE  
ESG SCAN 

SDGs:

What do we do?

Using desk research and 
inspections, we map out the 
building’s ESG score based on 
over 100 parameters.

What is the result?

A final ESG score per 
building with insight into the 
performance in the various 
areas and recommendations 
for improvement. An indicative 
BREEAM-NL In Use score and  
a Taxonomy check can be 
included into the report.

Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle
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ENERGY 
PERFORMANCE 
STUDIES AND 
IMPROVEMENT 
PROJECTS (EED/EML 
/EP CUSTOMIZED)  

SDGs:

What do we do?

We support and advise you in realizing your 
ambition in the field of energy performance. 
From establishing an energy label to drawing up 
customized roadmaps to become Paris proof.

What is the result?

In all cases, you gain an insight into the current 
energy performance of the building. Depending 
on the type of service (EED/EML/EP customized) 
we advise you on measures to improve the 
energy performance and associated savings and 
payback periods.

BREEAM IN USE  
PRE-ASSESSMENT/
QUICKSCAN

SDGs:

What do we do?

Based on available documentation, an (indicative) BREEAM-NL In Use score is 
determined in a limited time.

What is the result?

Insight in the expected current BREEAM-NL In Use score of the building.  
Advice on how to achieve your BREEAM ambition.

BREEAM IN USE 
ASSESSMENT

SDGs:

What do we do?

As a BREEAM expert, we will guide you through the certification process by 
gathering the necessary information and advising you on improvements to be made.

What is the result?

After validation by an independent BREEAM assessor and by the Dutch Green 
Building Council, you will receive the BREEAM-NL In Use certificate.

...You gain an insight into the current  
energy performance of the building.”

Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle 13
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BUILDING MATERIALS 
INVENTORY  

SDGs:

What do we do?

Based on desk research and inspections, we map the building’s composition at the 
element level and estimate the value of the materials present in the building.

What is the result?

You gain insight into the dismountable and reusable elements of the building.  
All elements are mapped and can be processed in Madaster and in material 
passports. If desired, existing raw materials are valued at current market prices.

SUSTAINABLE  
LONG-TERM 
MAINTENANCE PLAN  

SDGs:

What do we do?

A NEN 2767 condition measurement is performed (baseline or re-inspection).  
Based on the results and your sustainability policy and ambitions, we write a 
maintenance plan.

What is the result?

A maintenance plan that contains maintenance and replacements resulting from the 
condition measurement. This describes the most sustainable alternative, taking into 
account your ambitions and policy.

All elements are mapped and can be processed  
in Madaster and in material passports.”
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PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT 
FOR CIRCULAR 
DEMOLITION, 
RENOVATION AND 
TRANSITION  

SDGs DEPENDING ON 
PROJECT CONTENT:

What do we do?

We support you as a building owner  
or manager with the implementation of a  
(large-scale) intervention in your real estate.  
This can be a (renovation) demolition, transition 
or refurbishment.

What is the result?

Our project managers act as an extension of 
your organization and take control of the project. 
They guarantee and advise on the desired end 
result, manage project risks, the contractors 
involved and the budget.

EHS COMPLIANCE 
AUDIT 

SDGs:

What do we do?

Based on desk research and a site visit, we provide insights into what environmental 
(permit) requirements have been established for your company.

What is the result?

A clear report for the owner or entrepreneur, containing points of attention, risks and 
practical recommendations in the field of environmental requirements. 

LIFE CYCLE 
ASSESSMENT (LCA) 
FOR (CONSTRUCTION) 
MATERIALS  

SDGs:

What do we do?

We perform a life cycle analysis using the ‘Bepalingsmethode’. The environmental 
impact of the product is made transparent at each stage of the life cycle.

What is the result?

An environmental profile is created for your product, which forms the basis  
for an environmental product declaration, an EPD or inclusion in the National 
Environmental Database.

We perform a life cycle analysis using  
the SBK determination method.”

Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle 17
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Are you ready for change?

18 Sustainability throughout the real estate life cycle

Contact our team of experts

Arjan Bertelink 
Energy/BREEAM/ESG Expert

arjan.bertelink@sgs.com 
+31 – 88 214 71 08

Bas Glaudemans  
TDD/ESG Expert

bas.glaudemans@sgs.com  
+31 – 88 214 66 27

Marcel Hornschuh   
Transition Management Expert

marcel.hornschuh@sgs.com  
+31 – 88 214 68 48
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WWW.SGSSEARCH.COM
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WOULD YOU LIKE MORE INFORMATION?
PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF OUR EXPERTS

+31 (0)88 - 214 66 00
vastgoed@sgssearch.nl
www.sgssearch.com

http://www.sgssearch.com
mailto:vastgoed%40sgssearch.nl?subject=
http://www.sgssearch.com

